Unveiling the Anglo-Saxon Goddess: A
Reframing of Near Eastern Origins

The Anglo-Saxon goddess, a figure shrouded in mystery and intrigue, has
long captivated scholars and laypeople alike. Her origins, however, have
remained enigmatic, with various theories attempting to unravel her
enigmatic beginnings. This article presents a compelling reexamination of
the goddess's roots, proposing a novel connection to the vibrant tapestry of
Near Eastern civilizations.

Drawing upon linguistic evidence, comparative mythology, and
archaeological discoveries, this groundbreaking work challenges traditional
notions and offers a fresh perspective on the goddess's genesis. By delving
into the linguistic similarities between the Anglo-Saxon goddess's name
and those of Near Eastern deities, we uncover a tantalizing trail of
connections that spans centuries and cultural boundaries.
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Freya: A Reflection of the Near Eastern Goddess Ishtar

Central to this reinterpretation is the Anglo-Saxon goddess Freya, whose
name bears striking resemblance to the Near Eastern goddess Ishtar.
Ishtar, revered in ancient Mesopotamia, was a multifaceted deity
associated with love, fertility, war, and the underworld. Her iconic symbol,
the eight-pointed star, has been found in archaeological sites across the
Near East, hinting at her widespread influence.

Intriguingly, Freya's attributes mirror those of Ishtar: both goddesses are
associated with love, beauty, and sexuality. Freya's association with cats
further strengthens this connection, as cats were sacred animals to Ishtar.
Moreover, Freya's necklace, the Brisingamen, is reminiscent of Ishtar's
necklace, which was believed to possess the power to grant wishes and
control love.

Linguistic Connections: Unveiling Shared Etymology

The linguistic evidence supporting this connection is equally compelling.
The name "Freya" is believed to derive from the Proto-Germanic word
*Frijjo, which is cognate with the Sanskrit word *priya, meaning "beloved"
or "dear." Notably, this same root is found in the name of the Near Eastern
goddess Ishtar, whose Akkadian name, IStar, is derived from a Semitic root
meaning "star" or "bright."

Furthermore, other Anglo-Saxon goddesses, such as Frigg and Fulla, are
thought to share etymological links to Near Eastern deities. This linguistic
convergence suggests a shared cultural heritage that transcended
geographical boundaries and temporal divides.

Cultural Influences: Interwoven Threads of Belief



Beyond linguistic connections, archaeological evidence and cultural
similarities further support the theory of Near Eastern influences on Anglo-
Saxon mythology. Archaeological excavations in Scandinavia have
uncovered artifacts depicting goddesses with iconography reminiscent of
Near Eastern deities. The presence of these artifacts suggests cultural
exchange and the potential for religious syncretism.

Additionally, the concept of a triple goddess, prevalent in both Anglo-Saxon
and Near Eastern mythologies, hints at a shared spiritual substratum. The
Anglo-Saxon triple goddess, comprising Freya, Frigg, and Fulla, echoes the
Near Eastern triad of Ishtar, Astarte, and Anat, further strengthening the
argument for a common ancestral source.

: Embracing a New Narrative

By exploring the linguistic, mythological, and cultural connections between
the Anglo-Saxon goddess and her Near Eastern counterparts, this article
presents a compelling reinterpretation of her origins. This reframing
challenges traditional theories and opens up new avenues for
understanding the evolution of Anglo-Saxon mythology.

Unveiling the goddess's Near Eastern roots not only deepens our
appreciation of her complexity but also enriches our understanding of the
interconnectedness of ancient civilizations. It invites us to reconsider the
boundaries of cultural influence and the enduring legacy of shared spiritual
beliefs across time and space.

Embrace this transformative narrative and embark on a journey that will
forever alter your perception of the Anglo-Saxon goddess. Delve into the



captivating depths of her history and discover the echoes of ancient
civilizations that resonate within her enigmatic being.

Additional Resources

=  Free Download the book: Reframing The Near Eastern Origins Of An
Anglo-Saxon Goddess

= Ishtar and Freya: The Goddess of Love and Sexuality

= The Triple Goddess in Anglo-Saxon England
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